FFA LEADERSHIP CAMP- GRAVES MOUNTAIN LODGE
Syria, Virginia

INFORMATION SHEET

TO:

FFA Chapters

FROM:

The FFA Educational and Recreational Center Board

SUBJECT:
2019 FFA Leadership Camp
As you may know, the Leadership Camp for 2019 will be held for the 12th  year at Graves Mountain Lodge in Syria, Virginia. The site has much to offer: volleyball, softball, swimming, horseshoes, basketball, fishing, hiking, and horseback riding. 
With this letter, you are invited and encouraged to participate in Leadership Camp. Classes will be held in the mornings and the afternoon and evening will be used for recreation. Please share this information with the chapter president, executive committee, and other advisors.

CAMP DATES FOR THE 2019 SEASON:  Monday, July 8 - Friday, July 12, 2019
Registration will begin at 1:00 pm July 8. Upon arrival on Monday, come to the “Dorm Area” off of Route 670. Do not go to the main Lodge!  (Take a left beside the Packing Shed, across the road from the Syria General Store). Registration will be at the main camp site.. Campers will meet in groups at 3:30  pm.
The first meal is Monday evening at 6:00 pm. Advisors will meet after dinner at 7:00 pm.  The Camp should end at approximately 9:45 am on Friday, July 12, after breakfast and an awards program. Students attending the Leadership Conference are asked to bring official dress for the banquet on Thursday night.
RESERVATION DEADLINE
Reservations should be requested as soon as possible and not later than JUNE 7 on the enclosed application form. Reservations will be on a first come, first served basis. We have only a limited number that we can accommodate each summer. The chapter must submit a check for the full amount with the reservation form. Please adhere to this deadline so that housing arrangements can be made with Graves Mountain and so that sufficient materials can be ordered. Be sure all reservations are sent to: FFA-Camp, c/o Turner Trice, 4468 S. 36th Street, Arlington, Virginia 22206. 

Indicate on the form what year in school the camper will be (in the fall of 2019), as well as which visit (lst, 2nd, 3rd, etc) to camp this year will be for each camper. Please indicate T-shirt size. Also, please list which class each camper should go in (Introductory for newer campers, Advanced I for those who have been at camp previously, and Advanced II class for older campers who have attended multiple times.
COST
The fee will be $ 250 per person for the week and needs to be paid with registration. All except $50 can be refunded if cancellation is made by June 19. All checks need to arrive by June 7!
Advisors may wish to check with their school administrators regarding trading contract time so that they may attend Camp when it is available. Please note that students may not be left at Camp unless they are under the supervision of an FFA advisor.
POLICY
There will be no alcoholic beverages, drugs, or tobacco products allowed at Camp or while participating in any Camp sponsored activity. Students found with alcohol, illegal drugs, or participating in any illegal activity will be sent home and school authorities and parents notified.
MORE INFORMATION
See the State FFA website for more camp information, health forms, and horseback riding waiver forms.
ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE TO CAMPERS:
Leadership Classes



Hiking



Horseshoes
Softball



Fishing (bring own equipment)
Volleyball




Swimming


Horseback Riding (requires waiver and extra fee: $ 40/hour) 

Basketball


*waiver on FFA website (camp information) 

WHAT TO BRING
Completed Health Form (available on FFA website)

Personal Items, Toilet Articles


Sunscreen

Insect Repellant




Flip Flops (for shower room)

Official Dress for Banquet


Swim Suits

Single Bed Sheets & Pillow Case

Towels, Washcloth

Pillow 





Water Bottle
OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

There will be an opportunity to fish or ride horses. There are several ponds available for fishing. Anyone 16 and older needs a license to fish in the river (but not the ponds). Bring your own equipment, or purchase equipment and license at the Syria General Store.

Horseback Riding is another option, available by signing up in the Lodge’s main office. Cost is $40 per person for a one-hour ride, available in the afternoons at 3pm. A liability release form must be signed by a parent.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Each person should bring their own bed linens, pillow, towels, etc.  Campers will be staying in the bunkhouses at Graves Mountain Lodge, and possibly in other cabins or rooms.
A medical form for each camper must be presented when registering on the first day of camp! Each chapter is encouraged to bring a 5 gallon cooler and cups to provide drinks for campers during the week.
SERVICE PROJECT
On Tuesday afternoon, campers may be participating in several community service projects in Madison. Another project, new this year, will be campers packing meals designated for local residents in need. 
OTHER INFORMATION

We will not be attending the Madison Co. Fair this year. Teachers should get parents’ permission to leave camp to participate in a service project in Madison.

COST FOR CHILDREN

If teachers are bringing their children with them to camp, here are the fees Graves Mountain will charge, according to their age:

Under 1 ½ years-no charge

1½ - 4 years- $5 per night, plus tax

5- 12 years- $34.25 per night, plus tax

13 and older- same as camper-- $68.50 per night, plus tax
DIRECTIONS FOR REACHING THE CENTER
You may obtain directions by going to the web site: www.gravesmountain.com
ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER
Graves Mountain Lodge
Route 670

Syria, Virginia 22743

540-923-4312 (Use this number as an emergency contact number)
This is the general number for Graves Mountain Lodge and should be used in an emergency; ask that the operator notify us with the message). Note that cell phone service is very limited!
For more information, contact:

Turner Trice, Director, FFA Camp 


lttrice@verizon.net  
703 824 6868 (school) 
703 931 7975 (home)
703 727- 6466 (cell)

